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Comments about Passing … 
1. Why do you think Nella Larsenʼs Passing is having a moment 

at this point in time?

2. Pair another passage from Passing with a clip from the film in 
a way that promotes close reading. (You might look at this clip 
with Tessa Thompson reading a passage while the film plays.)

3. How might you use the cover image for Passing (Lit & Comp 
3e, p. 537 or see below) to encourage critical reading of and 
thinking about the novel?

4. Whatever you suggest to promote/encourage bringing the 
novel to your students (either for the exam or beyond)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fm0rCMpWfgY&t=227s
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Responses – Thoughts – Thank you! 
(... a moment…)

As has always been the case, a story can allow people to step into the plot in a safe manner, perhaps allowing readers an opening to see the pieces of and 
effects of racism in a way that a non-fiction report would not allow.  This also provides a rich text for educators to use to address the issues of racism and 
expand out to cover numerous issues of “otherness” during such a politically polarized time.

(“Connections”)

"Black Like Me" by John Howard Griffin to compare the two writings, “Americanah “by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Hearts and Hands," and "The Cry of 
the Children." 

(Ending)

The look [Clare] gives Irene before going through the window definitely is a "wink wink" look.

(The Cover…) 

It would be interesting to have students use pictures from a magazine to build a picture of their own face. They can use different parts of multiple images 
of people to create who they really are. Students could even make one side of how they view themselves and one side of how they think other people view 
them.



Old — Timeless — Provocative! 

Scene from the original production of Trifles

Trifles was first staged by the Provincetown 
Players  at the Wharf Theater in 
Provincetown, Massachusetts in the 
summer of 1916.

Susan Glaspell, 1876-1948
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Key Questions: Preparing to Write an AP Literary Argument
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Classroom Application: Practice for Q. 3 Literary Argument

● Sample prompt: Many literary works feature a moral dilemma that characters 
approach from different perspectives and with different motivations. These 
differing perspectives and motivations often generate conflict with significant 
implications for the work. Either from your own reading or from the list below, 
choose a work of fiction in which characters approach a moral dilemma from 
different perspectives and different motivations. Then, in a well-written essay, 
analyze how the conflicts created by these different perspectives and motivations 
contribute to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize 
the plot. 
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Revising AP Literary Argument  Thesis Statements
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Contemporary 
Comparison

The Power of the Dog 
directed by Jane 
Campion, starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Kirsten Dunst, 
Jesse Plemons, 
Kodi Smit-McPhee

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELvKuuXdfCU
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Letʼs talk Sophistication:  Critical Lenses
Psychological

Cultural

Gendered
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Thinking of Ukraine

from Searching for a Lost Odessa--and a Deaf Childhood
Ilya Kaminsky

Understanding the Ukraine Crisis: A Comprehensive Reading List

Ilya Kaminsky on Ukrainian, Russian, and the Language of War

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vVZNB2zcXl_FoqYkBbVqmgMwHRCPBOLI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104503358130406897059&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vVZNB2zcXl_FoqYkBbVqmgMwHRCPBOLI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104503358130406897059&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://lithub.com/understanding-the-ukraine-crisis-a-comprehensive-reading-list/
https://lithub.com/ilya-kaminsky-on-ukrainian-russian-and-the-language-of-war/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Lit%20Hub%20Daily:%20February%2028%2C%202022&utm_term=lithub_master_list
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In a Time of Peace by Ilya Kaminsky

Inhabitant of earth for forty something years
I once found myself in a peaceful country. I watch neighbors open

their phones to watch
a cop demanding a man’s driver’s license. When a man reaches for his 
wallet, the cop
shoots. Into the car window. Shoots.

It is a peaceful country.

We pocket our phones and go.
To the dentist,
to buy shampoo,
pick up the children from school,
get basil.

Ours is a country in which a boy shot by police lies on the pavement
for hours.

We see in his open mouth
the nakedness
of the whole nation.

We watch. Watch
others watch.

The body of a boy lies on the pavement exactly like the body of a boy.

It is a peaceful country.

And it clips our citizens’ bodies
effortlessly, the way the President’s wife trims her toenails.

All of us
still have to do the hard work of dentist appointments,
of remembering to make
a summer salad: basil, tomatoes, it is a joy, tomatoes, add a little salt.

This is a time of peace.

I do not hear gunshots,
but watch birds splash over the backyards of the suburbs. How bright is the sky
as the avenue spins on its axis.
How bright is the sky (forgive me) how bright.
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